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INTRODUCTION

International peace and security
underpin the United Nations Charter,
which commits the international
community to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”. Since
the beginning of this century, the world
has witnessed more than 7 thousand
disasters1 and 40 major conflicts2. And
the first association with the consequences of the armed conflict is harm
for people and livelihood. Humanity has
always counted its war casualties in
terms of dead and wounded soldiers
and civilians, destroyed urban and rural
areas. However, the environment has
often remained the hidden victim of
war. Water wells have been polluted,
crops torched, forest cut down, soils
poisoned, and animals killed to gain
military
advantage.
Environmental
damage threatens the well-being,
health and survival of local populations, and this increases their vulnerability for years. During the COVID-19
pandemic the damage is soared,
so the issue needs to be resolved.
The United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) coordinates the
nature conservation. It is established by
the United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 2997 of 15 December 1972. The
main objective of UNEP is to organize and
implement measures aimed to protect and
improve the environment for the benefit
of present and future generations. The
1 UNDRR: Human cost of disasters
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://www.
google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi95uy6k-XyAhW3SfEDHRhiDV YQFnoECCQQAQ&url=https
%3A%2F%2Fwww.undrr.
org%2Fmedia%2F48008%2Fdownload&usg=AOvVaw3jVRNv8w_YYu2cQI5qNonN
2 Wikipedia: List of ongoing armed
conflicts
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts

motto is Environment for Development.
So, the UNEP is the main responsible UN body for accelerated, comprehensive and coordinated global action
on eliminating the devastating environmental consequences of armed
conflicts. This organization has already
found that over the last 60 years, at least
40% of all internal conflicts have been
linked to the exploitation of the environment, natural resources like timber,
diamonds, gold and oil, fertile land and
water3. Interestingly, conflicts involving
natural resources have also been
found to be twice as likely to relapse.
The crucial role of peace and security
for sustainable development is further
emphasized in the Rio Declaration4,
which calls for States to “respect international law providing protection for the
environment in times of armed conflict
and cooperate in its further development, as necessary.” It also explicitly
recognizes that peace, development and
environmental protection are “interconnected and indivisible”. Finally, the
UN General Assembly has recently
linked armed conflict and natural
resources in several important resolutions, such as Resolution 56/4 of 13
November 20015, specifically identifying
the exploitation of natural resources as a
3 UN: International Day for Preventing the

Exploitation of the Environment in War and
Armed Conflict 6 November [Электронный
ресурс]. URL: https://www.un.org/ru/observances/environment-in-war-protection-day
4
Rio
Declaration
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.un.org/en/
development/desa/population/migration/
generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.151_26_Vol.I_Declaration.pdf

5

UN General Assembly: 56/4 Obser-

vance of the International Day for Preventing the
Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed
Conflict https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/
UNDOC/GEN/N01/475/24/IMG/N0147524.pdf
3
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source of conflict and a threat to durable
peace and sustainable development.
The present Report is aimed to highlight
and analyze the activities of the United
Nations, its bodies and other international organizations, which are working
together to overcome the present issue
with devastating consequences of armed
conflicts for the environment and bring
peace, safety and prosperity to the whole
world. Furthermore, response of the international law is also going to be analyzed.
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CHAPTER 1: ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES FOR
POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES
In order to learn what environmental
challenges
post-conflict
countries
face, it is essential to analyze what
challenges they face during armed
conflicts. So, mentioning them in this
Report we also will analyze consequences of these environmental
issues during post-conflict period.
1. The main challenge that countries while being involved in interstate
conflicts, civil wars is the unsustainable
exploitation of natural resources and
environmental deterioration. Damage to
natural resources and ecosystems can
be done through hazardous substances
or overtaxing renewable resources
before they have time to replenish or
regenerate. For instance, in the Democratic Republic of Congo uncontrolled
exploitation of natural resources, like
mining coltan, gold and diamonds, has
polluted and demolished agricultural
land, and illegal logging has severely
impacted wildlife6. Moreover, during
the war in Vietnam in 1955-1975 there
were several mixtures of herbicides
(which are also called rainbow herbicides or Agent Green, Agent Pink, etc.)
that US military forces sprayed in the
land in order to defoliate the jungle
vegetation. It made a negative impact
on the land by causing heavy jungle
fires, complete forest destruction
and negative changes in the wildlife
(new species that carry dangerous
6
ReliefWeb: Report of the Panel
of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of
Natural Resources and Other Forms of
Wealth of DR Congo [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/report-panel-exp e r t s - i l l e g a l - ex p l o i t a t i o n - n a t u r a l - re -

diseases,

like

plagues,

malaria)7.

2. Next problem is also severe
because parties of conflicts constantly
attack directly on environmentally
sensitive areas. For instance, in 2018,
Houthi rebels managed to successfully target Saudi oil fields and refineries with long-range drones and cruise
missiles8. Also, Iran started a range of
clandestine naval operations against oil
tankers in the Persian Gulf right after
the United States pulled out of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)9.
Apart from the economic incentives,
destruction of the oil infrastructure
leads to pollution which is extremely
difficult to remediate quickly. Moreover,
in Kuwait, approximately 650 oil wells
were set on fire, with some wells
burning for more than eight months
and causing severe damage to the environment in their wake10. These actions
worsen the fragility of the environment.
3. It’s necessary to pay attention to
the wildlife that is also harmed during
7
History: Agent Orange wasn’t the
only deadly chemical used in Vietnam
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
w w w. h i s t o r y.c o m / n ew s / a g e n t - o r a n g e wasnt-the-only-deadly-chemical-usedin-vietnam (дата обращения 29.08.2018).
8
Aljazeera: Houthis fire missiles,
drones at Saudi oil facilities [Электронный
ресурс]. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2021/3/7/blast-heard-in-saudi-arabiasdhahran-reports (дата обращения:07.03.2021)
9
Mei: What prompted Iran to strike
the Mercer Street? [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://www.mei.edu/publications/what-prompted-iran-strike-mercer-street
(дата
обращения:26.08.2021).
10 Nasa; Landsat Top Ten - Kuwait
Oil Fires [Электронный ресурс]. URL:
h t t p s : / / w w w. n a s a .g ov / m i s s i o n _ p a g e s /
l a n d s a t / n ew s / 4 0 t h - t o p 1 0 - k u w a i t . h t m l
5
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POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES
hostilities. Exploitation of animals is a
huge concern and, however, they are
constantly used into service to support
armies’ war efforts. Horses, donkeys,
oxen, bullocks and elephants carried
men, materiel and supplies; pigeons
carried messages; camel-mounted
troops have been employed in desert
campaigns; and cavalry horses often led
the charge of the front like. Nowadays,
dogs are used by the military as well and
their roles have included wide functions:
tracking, guarding, delivering messages,
detecting explosives and digging out bomb
victims. Dolphins, sealions continue to
be trained to protect harbours from sea
mines and divers. Pigs and sheep have
been used to test weapons for efficiency,
rodents and rabbits have been used
widely in laboratory testing in relation
to the toxicity of weapon constituents11.
Those activities have often led to animal
casualties and deaths, and death toll is
shocking. For example, between 19141918 it has been estimated that more than
480 thousand horses, mules, camels and
bullocks were killed in British service
alone. While the overall numbers of
wildlife exploitation have decreased
over time, their use by militaries
remains commonplace. For example:

Afghan War (1990s): Over 75 thousand
animals were lost due to mines, more
than half of the total livestock population12.
4. Using weapons of mass destruction
or unconventional weapons (mostly
chemical weapons) is also popular
with armies in order to beat the enemy.
However, it causes not only human fatalities, but also environmental damages.
The case of using Agent Orange during
the Vietnamese war is stated above.
Also, chemicals can enter the river and
spread through the river basin, poisoning
animals and people that rely on a source
of a water supply. Obviously, it is not the
only case of using chemical weapons.
The use of conventional weapons can be
also harmful, because they have toxic
constituents, others such as depleted
uranium are also radioactive. Incendiary weapons such as white phosphorous are not only toxic, but can
also damage habitats through fire. So,
the widespread use of chemical defoliants damaged public and ecological
health across large areas of Vietnam,
as it has been already mentioned before.

Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005):
South Sudan’s elephant population
fell from 100 thousand to 5 thousand.

5. High intensity conflicts require and
consume vast quantities of fuel, leading
to massive CO2 emissions and contributing to climate change. Large scale
of armed vehicle movements and the
intensive use of explosive ordnance can
lead to widespread physical damage to
sensitive landscapes and geodiversity.
The use of explosive weapons in urban
areas creates vast quantities of debris
and rubble, which can cause air and soil

11
CEOBS: How animals are harmed
by armed conflicts and military activities [Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://
ceobs.org/how-animals-are-harmed-byarmed-conflicts-and-military-activities/

12 CEOBS: How animals are harmed
by armed conflicts and military activities [Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://
ceobs.org/how-animals-are-harmed-byarmed-conflicts-and-military-activities/

Second World War: The German Army
on the Eastern Front lost approximately 180 thousand horses in 2 months.
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pollution. The loss of energy supplies
can have reverberating effects that are
detrimental to the environment, shutting
down treatment plants and pumping
systems, or can lead to the use of more
polluting fuels or domestic generators.
6. Human displacement, that is common
to many conflicts, can have large environmental footprints13. Especially, when
camps for refugees and internally
displaced people are unplanned, there
is a lack of essential services, like water,
sanitation and waste management. Their
location is crucial, as camp residents
may be compelled to use local resources
such as firewood, which can place local
resources under the negative impact.
People displaced by conflict may also
move internally to urban areas, swelling
the population and placing local environmental services under strain. Large scale
refugee movements are able to create
transboundary environmental impacts,
when areas in neighbouring countries
struggle to cope with the influx of people
and with meeting their basic needs.
7. In the aftermath of conflicts, states
may be faced with immediate legacies,
such as vast quantities of rubble and
debris. If managed poorly, disposal can
create new environmental risks. For
example, many of the environmentally
harmful coping strategies that people
used to survive during conflicts may
continue well beyond their end. Influxes
of returnees can increase environmental
pressures in areas from which they
have been absent, particularly through
agricultural conversion or expansion
13 UNEP: Displacement [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:https://www.unep.org/
news-and-stories/story/protecting-environment-humanitarian-responses-population-displacement

that can lead to increased rates of
deforestation (many researches have
shown a sharp increase in deforestation
rates in many post-conflict countries)14.
8. Obviously, the presence of military
forces can extend into the post-conflict
period and it is also unbeneficial for the
environment. For example, the use of
practices like burn pits15 has exposed
military personnel and communities to
hazardous pollutions and even veterans
face ongoing health problems. The
post-conflict clearance of landmines
and explosive remnants of war can
lead to soil degradation and pollution.
To end this chapter of the current Report,
it is necessary to summarize that the
damage that armed conflicts do to environmental governance can have implications for the environmental protection
for years. The environmental costs of
recovery may be significant. Massive
urban rebuilding projects can require huge
volumes of resources. In the next chapter
of the present Report, we will analyze
the particular environmental situation in
several
post-conflict countries to
emphasize the importance of the issue.
14 American Public Health Association
(APHA): Cleanup of U.S. Military Burn Pits in
Iraq and Afghanistan [Электронный ресурс].
URL: https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2015/ 12/ 16/ 08/56/
cleanup-of-us-military-burn-pitsin-iraq-and-afghanistan
(03.11.2015).
15 American Public Health Association
(APHA): Cleanup of U.S. Military Burn Pits in
Iraq and Afghanistan [Электронный ресурс].
URL: https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2015/ 12/ 16/ 08/56/
cleanup-of-us-military-burn-pitsin-iraq-and-afghanistan
(03.11.2015).
7
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CHAPTER 2. ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION IN
ON-CONFLICT AND POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES
As it has been mentioned before, it
is essential to analyze the issue in all
regions of our world to see the commonalities and differences in environmental
issues between the countries. To do
that, we will analyze the most devastating and unique armed conflicts.
2.1 Europe
The conflict in Ukraine’s Donbas region
has had an impact on its environment,
because although obtaining accurate
data is difficult, indications are that
the conflict has resulted in a number
of civilian health risks. Before the
conflict and the military confrontation,
in Donetsk and Luhansk regions there
were about 4,5 thousand potentially
environmentally hazardous businesses:
2160
sites
were
considered
potentially
explosive;
24 contained radiation hazards;
909 were listed as hydro-dynamically
hazardous;
34
contained
biohazards.
So,
the
environmental
threat16
is huge and the armed conflict
significantly increased the threat:
a. The Siverskyi (Seversky) Donets
River, which was the most polluted river
in Ukraine before the conflict, is a tributary of the Don River, flowing through
the neighbouring Russian Federation. So,
pollution of the approximately 1050 km
long waterway continues to pose health
risks for the population living along the
Don, Russian citizens, for whom the
river is the main source of water. Also,
16 CEOBS: Exploring environmental governance in eastern Ukraine [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://ceobs.org/exploring-environmental-governance-in-eastern-ukraine/ (дата обращения:21.05.2020).

suspension of farming gave weed17s and
rodent mice space to thrive and reproduce,
further endangering public health.
b. In 2014 alone, the lack of forest
protection and the warfare led to the near
irreversible destruction of 479 hectares
of forest. Armed conflict has had direct
mechanical and chemical impacts on
forests, including shrapnel damage of
barks, branches, tops, ground vegetation,
weakening or killing individual trees
and entire plantations. Also, the military
operations zone has been contaminated
by unexploded weapons which elimination could take years or decades18.
We should also look back to the Kosovo
crisis, which started after the failure
of Ramboillet talks on 19.03.1999 and
led to the NATO air campaign against
Serbian targets. The aerial bombing
campaign had inflicted large scale environmental damage within the territory
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.
This conflict and interference of NATO’s
forces (mainly U.S. forces) made a
negative impact to the environment:
a. As a result of the air bombardments near Pancevo, a town of about 80
thousand inhabitants, various hazardous
substances were released into the environment, either directly from the damaged
storage facilities, or as a result of fires,
with the most obvious visual impact being
the dense clouds of black smoke which
poured from burning installations19.
17 Britannica:
Donets
River
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
www.britannica.com/place/Donets-River
18 UNEP: Ukraine’s Donbas bears the brunt
of toxic armed conflict [Электронный ресурс].
URL: https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/
story/ukraines-donbas-bears-brunt-toxicarmed-conflict (дата обращения:25.07.2018).
19
WorldLll. ISIL Year Book of International
8
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b. NATO’s forces used depleted
uranium weapons (there are concerns
regarding the possible post-conflict
risks to human health and the environment) and the special committee
was established in 1999 by the Office
of the Prosecutor of the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). It has been declared that
NATO’s use of depleted uranium could
be investigated as a possible war crime.
However, the Committee reached the
conclusion that the damage to the
natural environment was collateral,
unintentional and furthermore proportional to the military purposes20.
c. Finally, more than 100 craters were
left in the National Park, damaging to
areas of habitat for orchid species categorized as “endangered” in the Red Data
Book of Serbia. Many bird species were
said to have been affected adversely.
These are huge impacts on Balkan’s
and Europe’s biodiversity because the
Balkan region has long been recognized as being of exceptional value
for the conservation of biodiversity.
2.2 Asia
The first armed conflict to discuss in
Asian region is conflict between India
and Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir. This
conflict from 1947 till date has not only
Humanitarian and Refugee Law: Protection
Of The Environment During Armed Conflicts:
A Case Study of Kosovo [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
http://www.commonlii.org/
i n / j ou r n a ls / I SI LY B I H R L / 2 00 1 / 1 3 . h t m l
20 WorldLll. ISIL Year Book of International
Humanitarian and Refugee Law: Protection
Of The Environment During Armed Conflicts:
A Case Study of Kosovo [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
http://www.commonlii.org/
i n / j ou r n a ls / I SI LY B I H R L / 2 00 1 / 1 3 . h t m l

led to death and destruction of people
and their properties but the fragile environment in these states also has been
a direct victim of the heavy military
concentration in the region. Obviously,
all forms of exploitation environmental
resources like water, biodiversity are
used during this conflict. However, the
situation in Siachen Glacier, especially
after the conflict in this area is devastating and leads to climate change as
well21. So, Siachen Glacier, which is
known as third pole of Earth, was melting,
an important reason of which was the
heavy military presence in this area.
The application of chemicals, dumping
tons of liters of Kerosene oil, chemicals,
metals, organic and human waste are
completely destroying Siachen glacier.
Furthermore, at the Siachen base-camp
the snow is not all white, it’s greying due
to heavy military presence in the area and
smoke emission from military trucks.
Next conflict is located in South-Caucasus, conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh
between Azerbaijan and Armenia,
that escalated in 2020. It needs to be
mentioned that one unusual feature
of the recent conflict was the environmental propaganda, with the term
ecocide co-opted and weaponized by both
parties, especially in social media, such
as Twitter22. The environmental propa21 Greater Kashmir: Armed Conflict
and Environment [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/
gk-magazine/armed-conflict-and-environment
(дата
обращения:14.05.2015).
22 Ibid
28
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://twitter.com/agbu/
status/1324485230216970240?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetemb e d % 7 C t w t e r m % 5 E 1 3 24 4 8 5 2 3 0 2 1 6 9 7 0 2
40%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_
url=https%3A%2F%2Fceobs.org%2F in9
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ganda can be used as the informational
warfare tool, war for public awareness.
Also, pro-Armenian environmental
information online is mainly directed by
civil society organizations (for example,
Foundation for the Preservation of
Wildlife and Cultural Assets (FPWC))23,
while pro-Azerbaijani environmental
messaging is mainly government driven
(for example, Azerbaijan’s delegation
to UNESCO24, Azerbaijani Ministry of
Ecology and Natural Resources25).
So,
environmental
situation
in the region is under threat:
a. For decades, both parties have
blamed each other for subverting rivers
through dams, polluting waterways,
and blocking natural water sources,
all of which have left to chronic
shortages for local communities.
b. Frequent mining operations from
both parties of conflict lead to soil
erosion, water pollution that not only
prevent
Nagorno-Karabakh
region
from sustainable development, but also
affected Azerbaijan and Armenia: The
Voghji river was declared unsuitable
for human use and have been found
to have heavy metal contents, specifically
copper,
manganese,
zinc,
chromium, iron and molybdenum.
c. Both parties to the conflict blamed
each other for the use of incendiary
weapons that ignite upon contact
vestigating-the-environmental-dimen sions-of-the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict%2F
23 FPWC:
Ecocide
alert:
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
www.fpwc.org/ecocide-alert
24 Twitter:
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://twitter.com/AzDelUnesco/
status/1331915285708873728
25 [Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://
eco.gov.az/az/nazirlik/xeber?newsID=11605

with oxygen and are intended to set
fires and cause burns, produce thick
smoke that can be toxic. The munitions can also harm the environment
through fires and bioaccumulation
in water, soils, crops and animals.
Lastly, we cannot analyze Asian
conflicts missing the important conflict
that led one Asian country to the state
of permanent war — Afghanistan. The
ecosystem in Afghanistan had never
been damaged to the extent that it
has been in the last three decades.
This deterioration has been created
by the unlimited use of nature and its
energy. Environmental degradation
in Afghanistan was enhanced by war:
a. 2/3 of the landscape of Afghanistan
is occupied by mountainous terrain with
little or no vegetation, which is typical of
an arid country. That is why the vegetation
plays a vital role in the ecosystem. For
instance, the role of pistachio is crucial
because of providing climatic and environmental stabilization over the areas
of its growth, and also eases the life of
thousands of families providing them
with a natural source of income. Also,
half of the remaining parts of the country’s landscape are deserts, the rest are
farmlands and pastures. In the past 25
years, the agricultural areas have been
drastically decreased and it is estimated
that Afghanistan lost 30% of farmlands
and pastures, either by abandonment
(due to human displacement) or degradation (due to the use of munitions)26.
26 UNEP:
Afghanistan
Post-Conflict
Environmental Assessment [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://wedocs.unep.org/
bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/ 7656/-Afghanistan_Post-conflict_environmental_
assessment-2003afghanistan_post_
conflict_environmental_assessment.

10
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b. UNEP witnessed astounding deforestation rates in Afghanistan that have
reached 95% in some areas. Hazrat
Hussain Khaurin, the director of the
forest and rangeland department in
the food and agriculture ministry said:
“We witnessed increasing numbers
of floods, avalanches and landslides as a result of deforestation27.
Moreover, UNEP’s engagement to the
situation in Afghanistan began with
a major post-conflict environmental
assessment, conducted in conjunction
with the Government of Afghanistan and
Afghan environmental experts. Published
in 2003, the assessment highlighted
serious and widespread land and resource
degradation, including lowered water
tables, desiccation of wetlands, widespread loss of vegetative cover (which
was mentioned before), erosion and loss
of wildlife. UN Environment’s Afghanistan programme focuses on building
environmental resilience and sustainability in the country through next steps:
a.
strengthening
environmental
governance and building institutions;
b. providing technical assistance
in fulfilling the administrative obligations of each ratified convention;
c.
putting
in
place
robust
knowledge management and environmental
outreach
activities;
d.

developing

community-based

pdf.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
27 The
New
Humanitarian:
Deforestation marches [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/
news/2009/ 03/ 17/deforestation-marches

natural
e.
try’s

resources
preserving
diverse

management;
the
counlandscape28.

However, due to Taliban has
come into power, the environmental situation in Afghanistan may
get worse (especially, since human
displacement is getting soared).
Furthermore, most armed conflicts
in Central Asia are based on a desire
to control resources, especially oil.
That is why parties to conflict have
incentives to discourage efficient oil
p ro d u c t i o n / p ro c e s s i n g / t r a n s p o rtation. So, while parties to conflict
are fighting for resources, they are
destroying them which leads to additional pollution and risks of oil pollution.
2.3 Middle East
Middle East is put into the separate
from Asia category because of the huge
instability of the region. While remembering armed conflict, first wars that
come to people’s minds are Syrian civil
war, Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Yemeni
civil war, war in Iraq, etc. So, this region
is one of most affected ones due to the
constant military presence in the region.
First conflict to analyze is Israeli-Palestinian conflict, especially environmental situation in Israel, environmental safety of which is under threat:

28 UNEP:
Afghanistan
Post-Conflict
Environmental Assessment [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://wedocs.unep.org/
bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/ 7656/-Afghanistan_Post-conflict_environmental_
assessment-2003afghanistan_post_
conflict_environmental_assessment.
pdf.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
11

MSUMUN

CHAPTER 2. ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION IN
ON-CONFLICT AND POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES
a. On 3.06.2019 researches from
Tel Aviv and Ben-Gurion universities presented in report, commissioned by the environmental organization EcoPeace Middle East, in which
was warned that “the collapsing water,
sewage and electricity infrastructure in
the Gaza Strip pose a material danger
to Israel’s groundwater, seawater,
beaches and desalination plants.29”

constitutes the only source of fresh
water for local residents because of
the separation between the West Bank.
Furthermore, Gaza’s water problem is
a potential source of an epidemic for
the Palestinians because, according to
the Palestinian Ministry of Health, diarrheal diseases have doubles, reaching
epidemic levels, while salmonella and
typhoid fever are also on the rise32.

b. It is necessary to mention that 2
million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip
are living in inhumane conditions due to
constant military presence and military
action.30 Also, Israeli newspaper Haaretz
spun the environmental issue as a matter
of national security.31 Lack of clean
water is the impact of the war on the
environment in Palestine, as resource
sources and storage are destroyed.

d. Constant spraying herbicide arable
land and using glyphosate are proven
to cause cancer. According to the International Committee of the Red Cross,
these activities not only damage Palestinian crops but also contaminate the soil
and water.33 Likewise, weapons used in
military operations have contaminated
the environment in Gaza with heavy
metals like tungsten, mercury, cobalt,
barium, and cadmium, which are known to
cause cancer, birth defects, infertility, etc.

c. Untreated sewage ending up in the
sea are causing problems for Israeli’s
beach-goers and water desalination
plants. Water treatment plants are
not operational; As the repost rightly
points out, Gaza residents are overusing the aquifer under the Strip, which
has become increasingly contaminated
with sea water and chemicals and which
29 ReliefWeb:
Afghanistan:
Environmental crisis looms as conflict goes on
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-environmental-crisis-looms-conflict-goes
(дата
обращения:30.07.2007).
30 Aljazeera: Opinions. Israel’s ‘environmental crisis’ is of its own making
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://www.
aljazeera.com/opinions/2019/7/7/israelsenvironmental-crisis-is-of-its-ownmaking
(дата
обращения:
07.07.2021).
31 https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.
p r e m i u m - e nv i r o n m e n t a l - s t a t e - o f - g a za-poses-threat-to-israel-s-nationa l - s e cu r i t y - re p o r t - w a r n s -1 . 7 3 2 8 96

The last conflict to analyze is Syrian
civil war which has had devastating
human and economic consequences
within 10 years and also greatly
damaged the environment of the country:
a. Syria suffered high levels of air
pollution even before the conflict broke
out. In 2010, 69% of the population were
exposed to high levels of particulate
matter (PM2.5). This high level of air
pollution was caused by industrial and
vehicle emissions, waste burning, and
seasonal pollution – with hazardous
particles contributing to chronic disease,
32 h t t p s : / / w w w . a l j a z e e r a . c o m /
o p i n i o n s / 2 0 1 9/ 7/ 7/ i s r a e l s - e n v i r o n mental-crisis-is-of-its-own-making
33 h t t p s : / / w w w . i c r c . o r g / e n /
doc/resources/documents/update/
palestine-update-140610.htm
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breathing problems, and hospitalization. Initially, the eruption of conflict
lowered the percentage of the population exposed to particulate matter
(by 7% in 2011), as people were forced to
flee cities in large numbers and industrial activity and energy consumption
decreased. Yet, starting 2012, the trend
reversed and peaked to 72% in 2015.
The drastic increase in 2015 could be
the result of a combination of factors:
aerial bombardments by the Syrian and
Russian governments against rebel
groups; the US-led bombardments of
Islamic State-held oil facilities; bushfires
and major dust storms that resulted both
from military operations as well as the
decline in farming activity; and chemical
attacks in 2015. The World Health Organization (WHO) ranked Syria as the 18th
worst air polluter (out of 92 countries)34.
b. The eruption of war decreased CO2
emissions as a result of the destruction
in the energy sector (the dominant
source of emissions), the deterioration of
agricultural activities, industrialization,
and disruption of oil and gas production
due to damaged pipelines and other
infrastructures in the state-owned main
refineries in Banias and Homs. Even
though CO2 emissions have decreased,
they are still above recommended levels.
Fortunately, Arab Reform Initiative
suggests a post-conflict reconstruction
plan which contains: sustainable agriculture, green re-building code, solar
energy, recycled scrap metal, debris
andsolid waste management and
34 h t t p s : / / w w w. i a m a t . o r g / c o u n t r y /
syria/risk/air-pollution;
https://www.
arab-reform.net/publication/the-environmental-impact-of-syrias-conf l i c t - a - p re l i m i n a r y - s u r vey - o f - i s s u e s /

water.35 The main goal is to follow
those recommendations, but this
issue will be analyzed in following
chapters of the present Report36.
2.4 Africa
This region is harmed within economic
issues, dozens of local armed conflicts
that clearly affect on people’s health
and environmental safety of the region.
Armed conflicts have worsened the
already dire economic situation.
Considering the current armed
conflicts, it is necessary to start with
Sudan, armed conflict of which started
in 2011, which is happening in a context
where traditional rules of environmental
management have been weakened, and
in places rejected altogether. However,
even the conflict between different tribes
has both local dimensions, over control
of resources, and higher-level political
dimensions. The local conflicts over
resources have become a dimension of the
wider conflict between Darfur and central
Sudan, relating to long-term issues of
political and economic marginalization,
amid regional tensions relating particularly to Chad. As a result of population
growth, climate change, poor governance
and conflict, it faces immense environ35		
Arab Reform Initiative: The
Environmental Impact of Syria’s Conflict: A
Preliminary Survey of Issues [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.arab-reform.
net/publication/the-environmental-impact-of-syrias-conflict-a-preliminary-survey-of-issues/ (дата обращения:07.04.2021).
36 HPN:
Environmental
degradation
and conflict in Darfur: implications for peace
and recovery [Электронный ресурс]. URL:
h t t p s : / / o d i h p n .o r g / m a g a z i n e / e nv i r o n mental-degradation-and-conflict-in-darfur-implications-for-peace-and-recovery
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mental challenges. So, the processes of
environmental degradation and the loss
of traditional environmental governance
have been greatly accelerated during the
current crisis, by the effects of massive
displacement and by the fighting:

decades of underdevelopment and war
South Sudan’s environmental landscape
ranges from unregulated extraction,
illicit logging, and oil pollution, to vast
areas of near-pristine natural landscape,
including the largest wetland in Africa.

a. Human displacement is causing
localized resource depletion. In Abu
Shouk and Al Salaam camps, 1215 boreholes of the 66 drilled have run dry.
Internally displaced people (IDP) camps
are generally located on the outskirts of
market towns, resulting in the destruction
of shelter belts, forestry and farmland.

a. Oil was discovered in Sudan in 1978
and control over it has been contested
through 2 civil wars and much of the peace
in between. Land-locked South Sudan has
the third largest oil reserves in sub-Saharan Africa making it a key partner for the
LAPSETT corridor to its south37. However,
South Sudan’s pipelines already flow
north to the Red Sea via refineries in
Sudan. The South’s secession had a huge
impact on Sudan’s economy, a factor in
the downfall of President Bashir. Political
control of the oil states has been a major
factor antagonising the latest civil war.

b.
Uncontrolled
deforestation
is taking place, in the context of a
breakdown of governance, driven
by the role of timber and fuel wood
inn the war and crisis economy.
c. Natural and physical assets are
being destroyed as a feature of the war
farmers crops are grazed by pastoralists
livestock, rangeland is burnt to prevent
grazing and handpumps are destroyed.
d. Migration routes are blocked,
leading to overgrazing in areas
where livestock are concentrated.
Humanitarian
Practice
Network
(HPN), considering these issues,
claims that those need to be addressed
under the humanitarian programme
and as the focal points of a subsequent
longer-term programme of support
to Darfur. So, HPN made 7 recommendations which also will be analyzed in
following chapters of the present Report.
The next conflict to analyze is the
conflict in South Sudan which has
already been finished in 2020. So, after

b. Moreover, the most strategic
resource in South Sudan is water. The
White Nile flows from south to north
forming the largest wetland in Africa,
the Sudd; supported by a substantial
network of major tributaries. Also,
South Sudan is a member of the East
African Community of nations, many
of which form the southern Nile Basin
countries, making it a new pivotal player
in Nile negotiations. The riverine system
of the Nile/Congo watershed provide
the most fertile soil in the country, a
potential breadbasket for the region.
However, insecurity and a lack of basic
infrastructure keeps most farming at
the subsistence level. Local farmers
have reported climatic changes affecting
seasonal harvests, and threats like
flooding, mixed with continuing insecurity,
37 CEOBS: Country brief: South Sudan
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
c e o b s .o rg /c ou n t r y - b r i e f - s ou t h - s u d a n /
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been analyzed in the previous chapter
of the present Report. So, the next goal
of the present report is to investigate
the United Nations’ (UN) measures to
address the environmental issues in
post-conflict countries. Furthermore, it
is necessary to realize that addressing
such issues needs to be done not only
in post-conflict countries, but also in
ongoing conflicts in order to minimize the
negative impact of the military presence.
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may continue to impact food security.
c. Since July 2016, the focus of the civil
war switched from the oil states to the
Equatorias and the illicit extraction of
timber and minerals, linked to funding
the conflict. Wider effects of the civil war
are felt across its borders where human
displacement creates its own environmental concerns of deforestation and
competition for resources. Across the
border the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Garamba National Park has been
a route for those fleeing the fighting, its
forests a place of hiding and poaching
for forces from all sides of the conflict.
The last conflict, which is the recent one,
Tigray war, also needs to be considered.
Despite initial claims by the Ethiopian
regime of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
that it is a “law enforcement operation”
of minimal impact on civilians, reports
reveal that the impacts of the war on
civilians and the region in general are
unprecedented. Multiple reports (e. g.
BBC) indicate that farms, industries,
houses, hospitals, schools and other
civilian
infrastructures
throughout
the region have to a large degree been
looted and destroyed by Eritrean and
Ethiopian armies as well as ethnic
militia from the neighbouring Amhara
region loyal to Abiy Ahmed’s regime38.
To end this chapter, it is essential to
summarize that the main impact on
armed conflicts is made of all components of destroying nature like human
displacement, using unconventional
38 BBC: Tigray People’s Liberation Front
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://www.
b b c.c o m / n ew s / w o r l d - a fr i c a - 5 76 9 3 7 8 4

International
organizations
have
already noticed the issue of the
exploitation of natural resources and
devastating the environment during
armed-conflicts and have noted it
in the Resolution adopted by the UN
General Assembly in the 56th session
on 13 November 2001 by adding a
special holiday — International Day for
Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict39. This
resolution stated that this holiday shall
be celebrated on 6 November each year
and considered the damage to the environment in times of armed conflict impairs
ecosystems and natural resources
long beyond the period of conflict.
Present
UN
Secretary-General,
António Guterres, said: “If we are
to achieve the SDGs, we need to act
boldly and urgently to reduce the risks
that environmental degradation and
climate change present for conflict
and commit to protecting our planet
from the debilitating effects of war40”
The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) are remembered for a reason.
They are aimed to be accomplished by
2030 and there are particular goals that
are connected with the current agenda:
39 UN General Assembly: 56/4 Observance of the International Day for Preventing
the Exploitation of the Environment in War
and Armed Conflict [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/
UNDOC/GEN/N01/475/24/IMG/N0147524.pdf
40 News
UN:
Guterres
warns
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
n ew s . u n .o rg /e n / s t o r y / 2 0 2 0 / 1 1 / 1 0 7 7 0 3 2
(дата
обращения:
6.11.2020)
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Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities: this goal cannot be achieved while
there are environmentally unfriendly
actions during armed conflicts, such
as bombing the infrastructure, human
displacement, attacks directly on environmentally sensitive areas which are
near to urban areas. Already poor situation
in cities caused by rapid urbanization,
which is resulting in a growing number
of slum dwellers, inadequate and overburdened infrastructure and services (e.
g. waste collection and water and sanitation systems), is getting worsened
due to warfare and military presence,
which has already happened in Syria.
The UN invites the international
community to provide access to save,
affordable accessible and sustainable
transport systems for all, improving road
safety, which is violated during armed
conflicts because people are forced to flee
their homes in order to be safe.41 UN also
urges to strengthen efforts to protect and
safeguard the world’s cultural and natural
heritage, which is often violated during
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and NagornoKarabakh conflict. However, as we can
see, this SDG have not implied the special
measures to save the infrastructure
during warfare, which ought to be done
in order to provide the full sustainable
urbanization and their safety. So,

that make the Earth habitable for humankind.42 All our livelihoods are regulated
by the sea which needs to be protected.
Unfortunately, a lot of post-conflict countries, such as Ukraine, struggle from
problems with water due to warfare, as
it was mentioned in the previous chapter.
The UN suggests several targets, from
preventing marine pollutions of all kinds,
minimizing and addressing the impacts of
ocean acidification, to increasing scientific knowledge and developing research
capacity and transfer marine technology.
Hopefully, the UN has noted the important
target (14.5) to conserve at least 10% of
coastal and marine areas, consistent with
national and international law and based
on the best available scientific information.This one can be done to protect
the waterbodies during armed conflicts.
Finally, Goal 15: Life on land: with
this goal the UN suggests sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, halt biodiversity loss. The UN
rightly states that deforestation and
desertification are caused by human
activities. Human activities also consist
of warfare from military presence to
human displacement, which of those
are equally harming the environment.

Goal 14: Life below water: the UN and
UNEP are clearly aiming in conserving
sustainably using the oceans, seas and
marine resources. The UN rightly points
out that the ocean drives global systems

The
UN
suggests
constructive
measures, such as taking action to reduce
the degradation of natural habitats,
protect and prevent the extinction of
threatened species (15.5) and taking
urgent actions to end poaching and traf-

41 UN Sustainable Development Goals:
Goal 11 [Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/

42 UN Sustainable Development Goals:
Goal 14 [Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/
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ficking of protected species of flora and
fauna and address both demand and supply
of illegal wildlife products.43 The last one
is also connected with armed conflicts,
since natural resources are destroyed
illegally and can be consumed by parties
to conflicts, including terrorist organizations (like in Afghanistan and Syria).
To sum up the importance of considering SDGs in protecting the environment during armed conflict, it is
needed to noted that there is a lack of
specific measures involved with the
warfare. Furthermore, during COVID-19
pandemic the issue is getting worse and
worse, and, fortunately, the UN have
already suggested particular measures
to each goal, but the importance of paying
attention to conflict situations is clear
and needs to be stated to draw international society’s attention to the issue.
Nevertheless, the UN is actively
cooperating
with
specific
programmes to address the issue:
EU-UN Partnership on Land and Natural
Resource Conflicts44: So, six UN agencies
and departments — UN Environment
Programme (UNEP), UN Development
Programme (UNDP), UNHABITAT, UN
Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO),
Department of Political Affairs (DPA)
and Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (DESA) — coordinated by the UN
Framework Team for Preventive Action,
43 UN Sustainable Development Goals: Goal
15 [Электронный ресурс]. URL: https://www.
un.org/sustainabledevelopment/biodiversity/
44 EU-UN Partnership on Land and
Natural Resource Conflicts [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.un.org/
en/land-natural-resources-conflict/

have partnered with the European Union
(EU) to help countries identify, prevent
and transform tensions over natural
resource as part of conflict prevention
and
peacebuilding
programmes.
Global Research Programme on
Post-Conflict Peacebuilding and Natural
Resources45: The Environmental Law
Institute (ELI), UNEP and the Universities
of Tokyo and McGill initiated a global
research programme to collect lessons
learned and good practices on managing
natural resources during post-conflict peacebuilding. This 4-year project
has made more than 150 peer-reviewed
case studies by over 230 competent
participants from 55 countries, which
is the most significant collections to
date of experiences, analyses, lessons
in managing natural resources to
support post-conflict peacebuilding.
UN Partnership on Women and
Natural Resources in Peacebuilding
Settings46: The UNEP, the UNDP, PBSO
and the UN Entity for Gender Equity
and the Empowerment of Women (UN
WOMEN) have established a partnership to collaborate on improving
and understanding of the complex relationship between women and natural
resources in conflict-affected settings.
45 Global
Research
Programme
on
Post-Conflict
Peacebuilding
and
Natural
Resources
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.environmentalpeacebuilding.org/library/books/
46 UN Partnership on Women and
Natural Resources in Peacebuilding Settings
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
w w w. u nw o m e n .o r g / e n / d i g i t a l - l i b r a r y /
p u b l i c a t i o n s / 2 0 1 3/ 1 1 / w o m e n - a n d - n a t ural-resources-in-peacebuilding
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UNEP has been helping Member States
to assess the environmental impacts
of conflicts and disasters since 1999. In
the past two decades, the organization
has supported dozens of crisis-affected
countries and territories, including
Afghanistan, Haiti, Iraq and Sierra
Leone. UNEP’s work on conflicts cuts
across several key entities, for example:
a. The UNEP/OCHA Joint Environment
Unit47 is a joint endeavour between
UNEP and the UN Office of the Coordination for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
that serves as the Unit’s host. The Unit’s
function is to coordinate international
emergency response to acute environmental risks caused by conflicts, natural
disasters and industrial accidents.
b. Environment and Security (ENVSEC)
Initiative, which is hosted by UNEP,
performs 3 key functions: assessing
environment and security risks, developing capacities and strengthening institutions for regional operations, and integrating environment and security into
international and national policy-making.
48

Mainly, it is necessary to analyze the
UN Environment Assembly of the UNEP
resolution 2/1549 on Protection of the
environment in areas affected by armed
47 UNOCHA
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.unocha.org/sites/
unocha/files/01_Factsheet_UNEP_
OCHA%20Joint%20Environment%20Unit.pdf
48 ENVSEC
Initiative
[Электронный
ресурс]. URL: https://www.unep.org/ar/node/65
49 UN Assembly of the UNEP: 2/15
Protection of the environment in areas affected
by armed conflicts [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/
UNDOC/GEN/K16/072/52/PDF/K1607252.pdf

conflicts of 4 August 2016. Firstly, UNEP
finally recognizes the importance of
safeguarding the natural environment
in times of armed conflict “for the sake
of future generations and to consolidate
efforts for the protection of our common
environment”. Secondly, by this resolution UNEP takes note the need for
mainstreaming and coordinating the
prevention of armed conflicts throughout
the UN system by recognizing the UN
General Assembly resolution 57/33750 on
Prevention of armed conflict. Adopting
this resolution, UNEP urges States to
ensure compliance with the relevant
international obligations under international humanitarian law in relation to
the protection of the environment during
warfare, implementing applicable international law, including in their domestic
legislation. Also, it requests countries
and the Executive Director to support
the development and implementation
of programmes aimed at preventing
or reducing the impacts of armed
conflicts on the natural environment.
As for other international organizations, the main measure is made by the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC)51, which made a huge report “Guide-

50 UN General Assembly: 56/4 Observance of the International Day for Preventing
the Exploitation of the Environment in War
and Armed Conflict [Электронный ресурс].
URL:
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/
UNDOC/GEN/N01/475/24/IMG/N0147524.pdf
51 ICRC: Guidelines on the protection
of the Natural Environment in Armed
Conflicts
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjP96_gu8vyAhV6R_EDHQHxB4kQFnoECAwQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.icrc.
org%2Fen%2Fdownload%2Ffile%2F141079%2F19
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lines on the protection of the natural environment in armed conflict”. This report
consists of rules and recommendations
relating to the protection of the natural
environment under international humanitarian law (IHL). Since the publishing
the Guidelines, the international legal
framework has continued to develop.
So, these Guidelines are a collection of
existing IHL as well as recommendations
that protect the natural environment in
armed conflict. Part I covers IHL rules
that provide specific protection to the
natural environment. Part II contains
general IHL rules that protect the natural
environment. Part III comprises the
rules on specific weapons that afford
protection to the natural environment.
Part IV includes IHL rules on respect for,
implementation and dissemination of the
rules protecting the natural environment.
ICRC states that these Guidelines are
a reference tool for States, parties to
armed conflicts and other actors who
may be called upon to interpret and
apply IHL. Also, the Guidelines propose
key recommendations that parties to
armed conflict may adopt to reduce environmental impacts of armed conflicts.
It was mentioned before, that Arab
Reform
Initiative
has
suggested
constructive
measures,
namely
post-conflict reconstruction plan on the
situation in Syria. The following steps
could be necessary for any sustainable
post-conflict
reconstruction
plan.
Firstly, it suggests better assessment
of the conflict’s environmental effects:
The research centre suggests starting
guidelines_on_the_protection_of_the_natural_
environment_in_armed_conflict_advance-copy.
pdf&usg=AOvVaw1s_DxeSb8yKUkArTbcC-mU

an assessment with measuring more
precisely the conflict’s effects on the environment, detailing the location and status
of environmental hotspots, establishing
contingency measures for the treatment
of hazardous waste, and generating
knowledge of the possible environmental threats at the community level.
Arab Reform Initiative states that this
task could be coordinated by UN Satellite
Centre (UNOSAT), UNEP, REACH initiative
and Joint Environment Unit of the Office
for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA)52. Also, measures for sustainable
agriculture, green re-building code,
solar energy, recycled scrap metal,
debris and solid waste management
and water are suggested. Iчf these
targets are accomplished, the environmental situation during armed conflicts
and after armed conflicts can get better
and reduce harm to the environment.
Lastly, HPN suggests recommendations on the conflict in Darfur, as it was
mentioned in the previous chapter of
the present Report. Yet, they are also
relevant for other regions, especially
Middle Eastern and African ones. HPN
has made 7 recommendations from
addressing the environmental/livelihood conflict at the local or tribal level,
to reversing the rate of deforestation
and use of alternative construction and
52 Arab Reform Initiative: The Environmental Impact of Syria’s Conflict: A Preliminary Survey of Issues [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.arabre fo r m . n e t / pu b l i c a t i o n / t h e - e nv i ronmental-impact-of-syrias-conflict-a-preliminary-survey-of-issues/
(дата
обращения:
07.04.2021).
20

MSUMUN

CHAPTER 3. UN AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
MEASURE TO SOLVE THE ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION IN
energy technology at a national level in
order to slow deforestation. However, the
Arab Reform Initiative suggestions are
more inclusive, than HPN local initiatives.
To sum up, the UN is already taking
actions to prevent the devastating consequences of armed conflicts. However, it
needs to adopt more specific measures to
address the issue and only international
cooperation of Member States and international organizations can contribute
to accomplish this goal efficiently. The
best measures are suggested by HPN
and Arab Reform Initiative, and the best
international
legislation
collection
is made by ICRC in their Guidelines.
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The existing international legal
framework contains many provisions
that either directly or indirectly protect
the environment and govern the use of
natural resources during armed conflict.
However, in practice these provisions
have not always been effectively implemented or enforced. The UNEP has
adopted a report on an inventory and
analysis of international law of November
2009 and it has made 11 key findings and
12 recommendations explaining why the
environment continues to lack effective
protection during armed conflict, and how
these challenges can be addressed53.
The goal of this chapter of the current
Report is to analyze these findings and
recommendations and summarize the
main documents involved in the agenda.
Basically, the findings are simple and
disappointing: the current international
law is not able to protect the environment
during armed conflicts. For instance,
Articles 35 (on basic rules of warfare)
and 55 (on protection of the environment)
of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva
conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating
to the protection of victims of international
armed conflicts (Protocol I), of 8 June
197754 do not protect the environment due
to tight and imprecise threshold required
to demonstrate damage. Also, there is a
53 UNEP: Protecting the Environment
During
Armed
Conflict
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://wedocs.unep.org/
bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/7813/-Protecting%20the%20Environment%20
During%20Armed%20Conflict_
An%20Inventory%20and%20Analysis%20
of%20International%20Law-2009891.
pdf?sequence=3&amp%3BisAllowed=
54 Protocols Additional to the Geneva
Conventions
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/
assets/files/other/icrc_002_0321.pdf

lack of case law on protecting the environment during warfare due to the limited
number of cases brought before national,
regional and international courts and
tribunals. This contributes to the sense
that there are difficulties in enforcing the
applicable law. Furthermore, there is no
permanent international mechanism
to monitor legal violations and address
compensation claims for environmental
damage sustained during international
armed conflicts. It was mentioned in
the previous chapter that SDGs do not
suggest specific targets on protecting
the environment during armed conflicts,
but here we also see that the international law does not provide them either.
Finally, there is no standard UN definition of what constitutes a “conflict
resource” and when sanctions should
be imposed to stop illegal exploitation
and trade of such natural resources.
Such a definition would contribute
to a more consistent and effective
international approach to sanctions.
As for the recommendations, the report
suggests that the International Law
Commission (ILC) should examine the
existing international law for protecting
the environment during armed conflict
and recommend how it can be clarified, codified and expanded. The UN
should define “conflict resources” and
it is able to do it with the work of the
General Assembly 6th committee.
Lastly,
the
main
documents
involved in the agenda need to
be
referenced
and
analyzed.
In general, the Protocol I (mentioned
before) prohibit the widespread,
long-term and severe damage to the
22
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natural environment. Also, the Convention
on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other
Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques (ENMOD Convention)
of 10 December 1776 prohibits55 the
military or any other hostile use of environmental modification techniques
having widespread, long-term and severe
effects as the means of destruction,
damage on injury to any other State Party.
There is also the Martens Clause with
respect to the protection of the natural
environment: in cases not covered by
international agreements, the natural
environment
remains
under
the
protection and authority of the principles
of international law derived from established custom, the principles of humanity
and the dictates of public conscience.
Furthermore, by rules on specific
weapons the use of poison or poisoned,
biological and chemical weapons is
prohibited. However, these rules are
frequently being violated, for example,
in Syria, Nagorno-Karabakh. Each State
party to Protocol V to the Convention on
Certain Conventional Weapons of April
10 1981 and parties to armed conflicts
must record and retain the information
on the use or abandonment of explosive
ordnance and after the cessation of active
hostilities remove or destroy explosive
remnants of war in affected territories.
That contributes to less environmental
damage after the use of landmines.
The Convention on Cluster Munitions of 30 May 200856 undertakes that
55 ENMOD Convention [Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://treaties.un.org/
doc/Treaties/ 1978/ 10/ 19781005%20
00-39%20AM/Ch_XXVI_01p.pdf
56 Convention
on
cluster
muni-

cluster munitions shall be destroyed
and parties to the Convention shall
ensure that destruction methods
comply with applicable international
standards for protecting public health
and the environment and to clear and
destroy cluster munition remnants.
Lastly, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on their Destruction
(Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC))
of 29 April 199757 prohibits the developing, production, stockpiling and
retaining chemical weapons or transfer
to anyone. This Convention contributes
to protecting the natural environment
during armed conflict since chemical
weapons harm the environment (as
it was mentio
ned in Chapter 1).
In conclusion, the international
law needs to be developed in order
to provide the environment with
more support and soften the harms
to nature after armed conflicts. The
existing international law does not
protect the environment sufficiently.

tions
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/
a s s e t s / f i l e s / o t h e r / i c r c _ 0 0 2 _ 0 96 1 . p d f
57 Chemical
weapons
convention
[Электронный
ресурс].
URL:
https://
w w w. o p c w. o r g / s i t e s / d e f a u l t / f i l e s /
documents/CWC/CWC_en.pdf
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CONCLUSION

The issue of devastating consequences of armed conflicts is the
widespread exploitation of natural
resources in armed conflicts, where
one party leads an ecocide against the
other. Warfare methods, such as use
of conventional and unconventional
weapons exacerbates the problem and
threaten the environmental security
of the regions and the whole world.
Heart of the problem is not only in
exploitation natural resources and
using inhumane methods of warfare
but also in the lack of the control of the
international law. The international law
has not clearly formulated its regulations and provisions on the issue in
order to prevent the environment from
devastating consequences of armed
conflicts. It leads to the huge violations of all international regulations on
preserving the nature and it leads to the
lack of the controlling the environmental
situation and providing constructive
measures to address the issue.
United
Nations
Environmental
Programme as the guarantor of international environmental security and
stability, should continue to make more
efforts to prevent the Earth from devastating consequences of armed conflicts.
Only with the international cooperation
and the developing the international
law the UN can accomplish the SDGs.
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VOCABULARY

Environmental degradation — a
process through which the natural
environment is compromised in some
way, reducing biological diversity and
the general health of the environment.
Logging — an on-site process
which
involves
the
cutting,
skidding, and loading of trees or
logs onto trucks (= deforestation).
Deterioration
process
of

—
the
fact
or
becoming
worse.

Environmentally sensitive areas —
landscape elements or places which
are vital to the long-term maintenance
of biological diversity, soil, water or
other natural resources both on the site
and in a regional context. They include
wildlife habitat areas, steep slopes,
wetlands, and prime agricultural lands.

Remnants — a part of something
that is left after the other parts have
been used, removed, destroyed, etc.
Soil degradation — the physical,
chemical and biological decline in soil
quality. It can be the loss of organic
matter, decline in soil fertility, and
structural condition, erosion, adverse
changes in salinity, acidity or alkalinity, and the effects of toxic chemicals, pollutants or excessive flooding.
Ecocide — substantially damaging
or destroying of ecosystems or
harming the health and well-being
of a species, including humans.
Vegetation — a general term for
the plant life of a region; it refers to
the ground cover provided by plants.

Casualties — people who are killed
or injured in war or in an accident.
Unconventional weapons — a term
that combines those weapons that, even
with limited use, are capable to cause
widespread destruction and mass casualties, including irreversible damage
to the environment and to countries.
Conventional weapons — the type of
weapons whose ability to damage comes
from kinetic or incendiary, or explosive
energy and exclude weapons of mass
destruction (e. g. nuclear, biological,
radiological and chemical weapons).
Human displacement — an involuntary or coerced movement of a
person or people away from their region
as a result of persecution, conflict,
generalized violence or human rights
violations (= forced displacement).
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